CITY OF HILLSBORO, OHIO
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-04

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 51.076 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES
OF THE CITY OF HILLSBORO TO INCREASE THE RATES CHARGED FOR WATER
SERVICE FOR THE CITY OF HILLSBORO

WHEREAS, Section 51.076 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Hillsboro provides that the
rates listed are minimum rates, not maximum rates, and that the city reserves the right to increase these
rates and is obligated to do so if the gross revenues of the waterworks system should at any time be
insufficient to pay the operating maintenance expenses thereof, along with the principal and interest
requirements of the bonds issued to finance improvements or additions to the waterworks system

WHEREAS, the City of Hillsboro is incurring additional costs in operating its water delivery
system; and

WHEREAS, Council, having considered the recommendation of the Utility Committee, finds that
an amendment to Section 51.076 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Hillsboro to increase water
usage rates for all property owners and residents of the City of Hillsboro to be in the best interest of the
health, safety and welfare of the community in maintaining a fiscally responsible approach to management
of capital improvements for the benefit of the City and its inhabitants.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HILLSBORO,
STATE OF OHIO, WITH A MAJORITY OF ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS CONCURRING THAT:

SECTION 1: That Section 51.076 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Hillsboro shall be amended
as follows:

(A) The following rates shall be the rates charged for the supplying of water service by the waterworks
system of the city.

(1) As of the October 1, 2022 billing for water usage the previous month, the first 133 cubic feet per
month is $15.08.

(2) As of the October 1, 2022 billing for water usage the previous month, per 100 cubic feet above the
minimum usage of 133 cubic feet, is $6.99 per 100 cubic feet.

(3) As of June 1, 2025, the following rate increases shall be implemented:

2025 an increase of 8%

2026 an increase of 8%

2027 an increase of 7%

2028 an increase of 7%

2029 an increase of 5%

2030 an increase of 5%

2031 an increase of 5%

2032 and every year thereafter, an increase of 3%, unless otherwise advised by future water rate
evaluations.

(B) The rates listed in division (A) of this section shall be computed on the consumption of water to the
premises served according to the reading of the water meter appropriate to the premises. However, if the
reading shall indicate consumption of less than 133 cubic feet in any month, minimum charges according
to the schedule in division (A)(1) of this section per month shall apply.

(C) The rates listed in division (A) of this section are minimum rates, not maximum rates. The city
reserves the right to increase these rates and is obligated to do so if the gross revenues of the waterworks
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system should at any time be insufficient to pay the operating and maintenance expenses thereof, along
with the principal and interest requirements of the bonds issued to finance improvements or additions to the
waterworks system.

(D) City Council may by ordinances authorize contracts with industrial or commercial users for water
service on such basis or bases as to rates and otherwise as shall serve the best interests of the city in the
management and operation of waterworks system.

(E) Water usage charges will be mailed to customers by the first day of the month, U.S. postage prepaid.
Payments for water charges are due on the fifteenth day of the month (the “due date”) without penalty. All
water charges that are not fully paid within 15 days after the first of each month shall be assessed a service
charge of 10% of the amount due and set forth on the final notice. If the city utility billing office does not
receive payment by the close of business on the sixteenth day of the month, then the account will be
delinquent. If a delinquent account is not paid, a penalty bill will be sent by U.S. mail, postage prepaid. The
penalty bill will state the shut-off date for non-payment. If the penalty bill plus any service charges is not
paid by the fifth day of the following month, then a shut-off notice (“final notice™) will be hand delivered
by utility billing department staff to the service address. The city may disconnect water service on
delinquent account any time after the close of the business on the fifth day of the following month. Water
service shall not be reconnected until the delinquent amount, together with penalties and fees herein
provided, is paid in full, including advance payment of the reconnect fee of $60, and if applicable, an after-
hours fee as approved by the Safety and Service Director.

(F) An annual audit of the water service charges and the revenue generated there from shall be performed

annually to determine that sufficient revenue is generated to cover the cost of operation, maintenance, and
the replacement cost of the water system.
(1982 Code, § 51.36) (Ord. 1948-9, passed 6-28-1948; Ord. 1974-16, passed 9-5-1974; Ord. 1979-4, passed
4-2-1979; Ord. 1980-35, passed 11-3-1980; Ord. 1987-6, passed 5-4-1987; Ord. 1987-7, passed 5-4-1987;
Ord. 1989-5, passed 5-1-1989; Ord. 1992-14, passed 11-2-1992; Ord. 1995-14, passed 12-4-1995; Ord.
1999-14, passed 11-1-1999; Ord. 2008-3, passed 6-9-2008; Ord. 2012-2, passed 7-9-2012; Ord. 2017-01,
passed 1-9-2017; Ord. 2018-05, passed 5-14-2018; Ord. 2019-02, passed - -2019)

SECTION 2: That all language contained in Section 51.076 not specifically amended herein shall

remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 3: That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning

and relating to the passage of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all
deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were in
meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the
Ohio Revised Code.
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Attest:

SECTION 4: This Ordinance shall beconje’effectivejat tl@e*ea}tlie date allowed by law.

S A

Tom Eichinger/, Council President
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Justin Harsha, Mayor

Prepared by the City Law Director.



